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Few  will  deny  but  that  strong  drink  is 
the  devil’s  busiest  agent.  Strong  drink  is 
well  named  — strong.  It  is  a furniture  re- 
mover, a money  remover,  a friendship  re- 
mover, a health  remover,  a home  remover, 
and  a life  remover.  It  is  the  curse  of  in- 
dividual life,  home  life,  community  life,  civic 
life,  army  life,  and  national  life.  However 
much  its  defenders  may  quote  texts  torn  from 
their  context,  the  fact  remains  that  the  whole 
Bible  and  the  whole  life  of  our  Lord  condemn 
it.  What  some  people  describe  as  a social 
custom  is  rather  a social  curse.  In  this  as 
in  so  many  other  things,  we  are  our  brother’s 
keeper.  The  victims  of  drink  are  men  and 
women  for  whom  Christ  died.  He  gave  his 
all  for  you  and  me.  Is  it  too  much  to  ask  that 
we  deny  ourselves  this  so  called  ‘social  cus- 
tom’ for  the  sake  of  those  who  are  in  its 
grip  and  for  the  sake  of  their  wives  and 
children?  In  this  booklet  I have  called  on 
God’s  Word  to  witness  against  this  devil’s 
agent.  Read  it  prayerfully  and  pass  it  on 
to  others.  — 


Robert  Barr. 
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THE  DEVIL’S  BUSIEST  AGENT 

What  saith  the  scripture?  Galatians  4.30. 
Obey  my  voice,  and  I will  be  your  God,  and 
ye  shall  be  my  people:  and  walk  ye  in  all 
the  ways  that  I have  commanded  you,  that 
it  may  be  well  unto  you.— Jeremiah  7.23. 


SCRIPTURE  SAYS  THAT  DRINK  IS  THE 
CAUSE  OF 

1. 

SHAME  AND  MISERY  IN  THE  HOME 

These  are  the  three  sons  of 
Noah:  and  of  them  was  the  whole 
earth  overspread. 

And  Noah  began  to  be  an  hus- 
bandman, and  he  planted  a vine- 
yard : 

And  he  drank  of  the  wine,  and 
was  drunken;  and  he  was  un- 
covered within  his  tent. 

And  Ham,  the  father  of 
Canaan,  saw  the  nakedness  of 
his  father,  and  told  his  two  breth- 
ren without. 

And  Shem  and  Japheth  took  a 
garment,  and  laid  it  upon  both 
their  shoulders,  and  went  back- 
ward, and  covered  the  nakedness 
of  their  father;  and  their  faces 
were  backward,  and  they  saw  not 
their  father’s  nakedness. 

And  Noah  awoke  from  his 
wine,  and  knew  what  his  younger 
son  had  done  unto  him. 

And  he  said,  Cursed  be 
Canaan;  a servant  of  servants 
shall  he  be  unto  his  brethren. 

Genesis  9.  19-25. 
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2. 

DARKNESS  AND  DISTRESS  IN  CITY  LIFE 

The  city  of  confusion  is 
broken  down : every  house  is 
shut  up,  that  no  man  may  come 
in. 

There  is  a crying  for  wine  in 
the  streets;  all  joy  is  darkened, 
the  mirth  of  the  land  is  gone. 

In  the  city  is  left  desolation, 
and  the  gate  is  smitten  with  de- 
struction. 

Isaiah  24.  10-12. 

3. 

DEFEAT  IN  NATIONAL  LIFE 

And  they  went  out  at  noon. 

But  Ben-hadad  was  drinking  him- 
self drunk  in  the  pavilions,  he 
and  the  kings,  the  thirty  and  two 
kings  that  helped  him. 

And  the  young  men  of  the 
princes  of  the  provinces  went 
out  first  and  Ben-hadad  sent  out, 
and  they  told  him,  saying, 

There  are  men  come  out  of 
Samaria. 

And  he  said,  Whether  they  be 
come  out  for  peace,  take  them 
alive;  or  whether  they  be  come 
out  for  war,  take  them  alive. 

The  king  of  Israel  went  out, 
and  slew  the  Syrians. 

1 Kings  20:  16-21. 
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Belshazzar  the  king  made  a 
great  feast  to  a thousand  of  his 
lords,  and  drank  wine  before  the 
thousand. 

Belshazzar,  whiles  he  tasted 
the  wine,  commanded  to  bring 
the  golden  and  silver  vessels 
which  his  father  Nebuchadnezzar 
had  taken  out  of  the  temple 
which  was  in  Jerusalem;  that 
the  king,  and  his  princes,  his 
wives,  and  his  concubines,  might 
drink  therein. 

Then  they  brought  the  golden 
vessels  that  were  taken  out  of 
the  temple  of  the  house  of  God 
which  was  at  Jerusalem;  and  the 
king,  and  his  princes,  his  wives, 
and  his  concubines,  drank  in 
them. 

They  drank  wine,  and  praised 
the  gods  of  gold,  and  of  silver, 
of  brass,  of  iron,  of  wood,  and 
of  stone. 

In  the  same  hour  came  forth 
fingers  of  a man’s  hand,  and 
wrote  over  against  the  candle- 
stick upon  the  plaister  of  the 
wall  of  the  king’s  palace:  and 
the  king  saw  the  part  of  the 
hand  that  wrote. 

Daniel  5.  1-5. 

Then  was  the  part  of  the  hand 
sent  from  him;  and  this  writing 
was  written. 

And  this  is  the  writing  that 
was  written,  MENE,  MENE, 
TEKEL,  UPHARSIN. 
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This  is  the  interpretation  of 
the  thing:  MENE;  God  hath 
numbered  thy  kingdom,  and 
finished  it. 

TEKEL;  Thou  art  weighed 
in  the  balances,  and  art  found 
wanting. 

PERES;  Thy  kingdom  is 
divided,  and  given  to  the  Medes 
and  Persians, 

Daniel  5.  24-28. 

In  that  night  was  Belshazzar 
the  king  of  the  Chaldeans  slain. 

Daniel  5.  30. 

4. 

DISEASE  IN  INDIVIDUAL  LIFE 

In  the  day  of  our  king  the 

princes  have  made  him  sick  with 
bottles  of  wine;  he  stretched 
out  his  hand  with  scorners. 

Hosea  7.5 

5. 

DEBAUCHERY  IN  MANHOOD 

At  the  last  it  biteth  like  a 
serpent,  and  stingeth  like  an 

adder. 

Proverbs  23.32 

I sought  in  mine  heart  to  give 
myself  unto  wine,  yet  acquaint- 
ing mine  heart  with  wisdom;  and 
to  lay  hold  on  folly,  till  I might 
see  what  was  that  good  for  the 
sons  of  men,  which  they  should 
do  under  the  heaven  all  the  days 
of  their  life. 

Ecclesiastes  2.  3. 
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Then  I looked  on  all  the  works 
that  my  hands  had  wrought,  and 
on  the  labour  that  I had  laboured 
to  do:  and,  behold,  all  was  vanity 
and  vexation  of  spirit,  and  there 
was  no  profit  under  the  sun. 

Ecclesiastes  2.  11. 

6. 

DISGRACE  IN  THE  CHURCH 

But  they  also  have  erred 
through  wine,  and  through  strong 
drink  are  out  of  the  way;  the 
priest  and  the  prophet  have  erred 
through  strong  drink,  they  are 
swallowed  up  of  wine,  they  are 
out  of  the  way  through  strong 
drink;  they  err  in  vision,  they 
stumble  in  judgment. 

For  all  tables  are  full  of 
vomit  and  filthiness,  so  that 
there  is  no  place  clean. 

Isaiah  28.  7,  8. 
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THUS  SAITH  THE  LORD 

Wine  is  a mocker,  strong  drink 
is  raging:  and  whosoever  is  de- 
ceived thereby  is  not  wise. 

Proverbs  20.  1. 

Be  not  among  winebibbers; 
among  riotous  eaters  of  flesh. 

For  the  drunkard  and  the 
glutton  shall  come  to  poverty: 
and  drowsiness  shall  clothe  a 
man  with  rags. 
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Who  hath  woe?  who  hath  sor- 
row? who  hath  contentions?  who 
hath  babbling?  who  hath  wounds 
without  cause?  who  hath  redness 
of  eyes? 

They  that  tarry  long  at  the 
wine;  they  that  go  to  seek  mixed 
wine. 

Look  not  thou  upon  the  wine 
when  it  is  red,  when  it  giveth 
his  colour  in  the  cup,  when  it 
moveth  itself  aright. 

At  the  last  it  biteth  like  a ser- 
pent, and  stingeth  like  an  adder. 

Proverbs  23.  20,  21. 

29-32. 

Let  us  walk  honestly,  as  in  the 
day;  not  in  rioting  and  drunk- 
enness, not  in  chambering  and 
wantonness,  not  in  strife  and 
envying. 

But  put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  make  not  provision 
for  the  flesh,  to  fulfil  the  lusts 
thereof. 

Romans  13.  13,  14. 

Envyings,  murders,  drunken- 
ness, revellings,  and  such  like: 
of  the  which  I tell  you  before,  as 
I have  also  told  you  in  time 
past,  that  they  which  do  such 
things  shall  not  inherit  the  king- 
dom of  God. 

But  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is 
love,  joy,  peace,  longsuffering, 
gentleness,  goodness,  faith, 

Meekness,  temperance:  against 
such  there  is  no  law. 

Galatians  5.  21-23. 
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And  be  not  drunk  with  wine, 
wherein  is  excess;  but  be  filled 
with  the  Spirit; 

Ephesians  5.  18. 

Nor  thieves,  nor  covetous,  nor 
drunkards,  nor  revilers,  nor  ex- 
tortioners, shall  inherit  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

And  such  were  some  of  you: 
but  ye  are  washed,  but  ye  are 
sanctified,  but  ye  are  justified  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and 
by  the  Spirit  of  our  God. 

1 Corinthians  6.  10,  11. 

Therefore  if  any  man  be  in 
Christ,  he  is  a new  creature: 
old  things  are  passed  away;  be- 
hold, all  things  are  become  new. 

2 Corinthians  5.  17. 

Finally,  brethren,  whatsovever 
things  are  true,  whatsoever 
things  are  honest,  whatsoever 
things  are  just,  whatsoever 
things  are  pure,  whatsoever 
things  are  lovely,  whatsoever 
things  are  of  good  report;  if 
there  be  any  virtue,  and  if  there 
be  any  praise,  think  on  these 
things. 

Philippians  4.  8. 
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A MODERN  MIRACLE 

Bill  had  been  a drunkard.  His  friends  had 
written  him  off  as  hopeless.  There  was  One 
however,  who  did  not  despair  of  Bill,  that 
was  Jesus.  One  day  Bill  gave  himself  to 
that  best  Lover  of  human  souls.  Most  of 
his  old  associates  were  sceptical  and  did 
their  worst  to  win  Bill  back.  One  of  them 
said  to  him,  “Bill  you  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  you  believe  such  fairy  tales  as  that  of 
Christ  turning  water  into  wine?”  To  this 
Bill  replied  quietly  “I  have  no  difficulty  in 
believing  that.”  “Why?”  asked  his  former 
friends.  “Because,”  said  Bill,  “I  have  seen 
Christ  do  a far  more  wonderful  thing  than 
turn  water  into  wine.  I have  seen  Him  turn 
beer  into  furniture  and  rum  into  food.” 

The  keeper  of  the  tavern  that  Bill  used 
to  frequent  also  had  his  jibe  at  him.  “Why 
do  you  not  come  in  as  you  used  to  do.  Bill?” 
he  asked.  “You  always  pass  my  door  alone 
now.  Come  right  in  and  enjoy  the  good  com- 
pany.” “I  never  pass  your  place  alone,”  said 
Bill.  “Of  course  you  do,”  said  the  haughty 
keeper.  “I  do  not  see  anybody  with  you.” 
“Perhaps  not,”  said  Bill,  “but  the  Lord  Jesus 
is  with  me  and  we  walk  past  together.” 

Bill  was  a modern  miracle  that  can  be 
repeated  in  any  and  every  life.  It  is  as  true 
today  as  ever  it  was,  “if  any  man  be  in  Christ 
Jesus,  he  is  a new  creature.” 

A PRAYER 

Father  I thank  Thee  for  the  gift  of  life 
as  Christ  would  have  me  live  it.  Make  me 
pure  in  thought,  clean  in  word  and  loving  in 
deed.  Give  me  strength  to  resist  all  tempta- 
tion to  indulge  in  strong  drink.  Teach  me 
how  to  help  those  who  are  its  slaves.  Open 
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my  eyes  to  see  the  tragedy  of  it  in  home, 
city  and  nation.  Prevent  me  being  deceived  by 
the  bright  colours  of  the  alluring  propaganda 
that  so  often  surrounds  it  and  that  tries  to 
cover  up  the  awful  sufferings  this  curse 
brings  to  women  and  little  children.  Open 
the  hearts  of  the  victims  of  drink  to  the 
Christ  who  can  give  them  complete  deliver- 
ance from  its  power  and  who  can  assure 
them  of  a new  life  altogether.  For  Thy 
Name’s  Sake,  Amen. 

LINE-UP  BEHIND  DICKY  TURNER 

In  1832  Dickie  Turner,  a drunken  fish- 
porter  in  England  invaded  a temperance  meet- 
ing intent  on  breaking  it  up.  Things  went 
wrong  for  Dickie  inside  that  meeting.  In- 
stead of  his  breaking  it  up,  it  somehow  broke 
him  up.  He  saw  life  in  a new  light  altogether 
and  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  signed  a 
temperance  pledge.  He  became  a great  en- 
thusiast for  the  new  movement  and  was  often 
heard  as  a speaker.  He  knew  how  to  speak 
to  working  men  in  their  own  language.  One 
night  he  wound  up  his  homely  appeal  by 
exclaiming  “From  now  on  I’m  going  to  be 
a reet  down  out  and  out  tee,  teetotaler  for 
ever.”  As  soon  as  he  had  sat  down  the 
Chairman  leaned  over  to  him  and  said  excit- 
edly, “Dicky,  you  found  it.  That  shall  be  the 
name  of  our  new  pledge.  It  shall  be  call- 
ed the  teetotal  pledge.”  A man  who  had 
known  the  misery  and  tragedy  of  drink  thus 
gave  birth  to  a name  that  was  to  be  associated 
with  one  of  the  greatest  temperance  move- 
ments the  world  has  ever  known.  Dicky  him- 
self felt  called  on  to  lead  a crusade.  He 
procured  a horse  and  a cart,  a big  white  ban- 
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ner,  and  a drum.  With  that  equipment  he 
set  about  covering  England,  then  he  set  his 
face  for  mighty  London.  Dicky  was  his  own 
advertising  agent.  He  went  up  and  down  the 
streets  beating  a drum  and  announcing  his 
meetings.  His  first  meeting  attracted  only 
thirty  people  but  within  less  than  a year,  the 
thirty  became  four  hundred.  The  fish-porter 
had  been  delivered  by  Christ,  now  he  gave 
himself  to  the  task  of  introducing  others  to 
that  same  Mighty  Deliverer.  Are  you  in 
the  line  with  Dicky  Turner?  For  your  home’s 
sake,  for  your  friends’  sake,  for  your  city’s 
sake,  for  your  country’s  sake,  for  your  own 
sake,  for  the  Kingdom  of  God’s  sake  have 
nothing  to  do  with  strong  drink.  Be  as  Dicky 
Turner  was, — a right-down  out  and  out  tee- 
totaler for  ever  and  ever. 

AN  OPEN  LETTER  TO  ALL  WHO  ARE 
IN  THE  GRIP  OF  ALCOHOL 

My  dear  Friend, 

It  was  never  your  intention  to  become  a 
drink  or  a drug  addict.  When  you  first  com- 
menced, you  were  quite  sure  of  yourself,  con- 
fident that  you  could  keep  this  thing  in  its 
place.  Now  you  know  that  for  you  at  any 
rate  it  has  not  worked  out  that  way.  Maybe 
you  thought  a few  drinks  were  going  to  help 
you  to  forget  your  troubles  or,  as  some 
foolishly  imagine,  to  make  you  better  able 
to  stand  up  to  them.  You  may  have  com- 
menced drinking  merely  because  others  were 
doing  it  and  you  wanted  to  be  sociable.  In 
a sense,  however,  it  doesn’t  matter  what  led 
you  to  begin  this  thing.  The  question  is  how 
to  escape  from  it  — for  I know  that  you  do 
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want  to  be  free  from  the  curse,  for  your 
own  sake  and  for  the  sake  of  others. 

I want  to  tell  you  that  there  is  a way  that 
never  fails.  It  is  not  drugs  but  a Deliverer. 
There  is  One  who  dearly  loves  you, — Christ. 
He  has  a vision  of  you  living  a new  kind  of 
life  altogether.  I know  you  too  have  dreamed 
oftentimes  of  the  kind  of  man  you  had 
meant  to  be,  the  kind  of  man  you  would 
like  to  be.  Well,  Christ  has  an  even  better 
dream  for  your  life  than  the  best  you  have 
ever  imagined.  Get  hold  of  a Bible.  Turn  up 
to  1 John  1.9.  Read  these  words. 

If  we  confess  our  sins,  he  is 
faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us 
our  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from 
all  unrighteousness. 

Now  turn  to  John  6.37.  Read  these  words. 
All  that  the  Father  giveth  me 
shall  come  to  me;  and  him  that 
cometh  to  me  I will  in  no  wise 
cast  out. 

Turn  now  to  John  3.  16.  Read  these  words: 
For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that 
He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son, 
that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him 
should  not  perish,  but  have  ever- 
lasting life. 

Turn  again  to  2 Corinthians  5.  17.  Read 
these  words: 

Therefore  if  any  man  be  in 
Christ,  he  is  a new  creature:  old 
things  are  passed  away;  behold, 
all  things  are  become  new. 

And  once  more  turn  to  Hebrews  7. 25. 
Read  these  words: 

Wherefore  he  is  able  also  to 
save  them  to  the  uttermost  that 
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come  unto  God  by  him,  seeing  he 
ever  liveth  to  make  intercession 
for  them. 

Now  turn  to  Acts  16.  30,  31.  Read  these 
words : 

Sirs,  what  must  I do  to  be  saved? 

And  they  said,  Believe  on  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou 
shalt  be  saved,  and  thy  house. 

And  now  turn  to  Romans  6.  23.  Read 
these  words : 

For  the  wages  of  sin  is  death; 
but  the  gift  of  God  is  eteranl  life 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

My  dear  friend,  I want  you  to  know  that 
in  all  of  these  verses  God  is  looking  at  you, 
thinking  of  you,  loving  you,  and  pleading  with 
you.  Perhaps  you  say,  ‘But  I cannot  see  His 
Power?’  Listen,  friend.  When  you  looked  in 
that  glass  of  strong  drink,  tell  me,  could  you 
actually  see  the  destructive  power  that  lay 
in  it?  It  looked  nice  and  innocent,  but  you 
know  to  your  cost  that  it  had  deadly  power. 
You  tasted  it.  Well,  the  Bible  cries  to  you. 
“O  taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  is  good:  blessed 
is  the  man  that  trusteth  in  him.”  (Psalm  34.8.) 
Give  yourself  to  Christ,  He  will  deliver  you 
immediately  from  the  bondage.  He  will  make 
you  a new  creature,  and  send  you  out  to  win 
others  to  the  same  Christ  who  has  so  mar- 
vellously blessed  you.  Friend,  do  not  delay 
one  moment  longer.  “Now  is  the  accepted 
time.”  (2  Corinthians  6.2) 

The  Lord  bless  you  and  keep  you  in  your 
new  life  in  Him,  for  Him,  and  with  Him, 
Yours  in  His  Fellowship, 

Robert  Barr. 
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A PROMISE 


I promise  here  by  grace  Divine 
To  take  no  spirits,  ale  or  wine, 

Nor  will  I buy  or  sell  or  give 
Strong  drink  to  others  while  I live. 

For  my  own  good  this  pledge  I take, 
And  also  for  my  neighbor’s  sake, 

And  this  my  strong  resolve  shall  be — 
No  drink,  no  drink,  no  drink  for  me. 


SIGNATURE 

It  is  good  neither  to  eat  flesh,  nor  to  drink 
wine,  nor  any  thing  whereby  thy  brother 
stumbleth,  or  is  offended,  or  is  made  weak. 

Romans  14:21 


15 


